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Morocco 

    
Photographs by Elias Harrus and Pauline Prior 

An exhibition at the Jewish Museum London

November 2010 to March 2011

The Jewish Museum’s upcoming exhibition Morocco – Photographs by Elias Harrus and Pauline Prior will give a fascinating insight into a rich and complex story about the Jewish community of Morocco, where for almost 2000 years Jewish life was marked for the most part by social and cultural co-existence with Muslim society.  

The key focus of the exhibition will be photographs from the 1940s and 1950s, when a significant Jewish community lived in the Atlas Mountains and Sahara oases. These evocative photographs reflect the deep links in Morocco between the Jewish and Muslim communities, their religious life, crafts and traditions. The photographs were taken by Elias Harrus, a senior official of the Alliance Israelite Universelle, a French-Jewish organization which was concerned with the education, health and welfare of Moroccan Jews. What makes these photographs so precious is that these communities have since virtually disappeared - by 1964 almost all the Jews left Southern Morocco, mostly for Israel. This is therefore a rare snapshot into a vanished world.

In 2008 the Jewish Historical Museum in Amsterdam commissioned photographer Pauline Prior to visit the regions documented by Harrus to record what remained of their Jewish heritage. Harrus’s photographs are a beautiful reminder of a forgotten time, and are made even more poignant when seen alongside the photographs of Pauline Prior. They illustrate the mass emigration of the Moroccan Jews in the 1950s and we are left with the image of a different Morocco to the one Harrus photographed 50 years earlier. 

The exhibition will support the Jewish Museum’s key aims to reflect Jewish diversity and to promote understanding and connections between people from different faiths and backgrounds.

Alongside the photographic images by Elias Harrus and Pauline Prior the exhibition will include several rare excerpts of documentary films. Also on display will be objects reflecting Jewish life in Morocco, including costumes and jewellery. There will be a busy programme of accompanying events, talks and performances. Plus the Jewish Museum’s kosher café will be offering special Moroccan delicacies and the museum shop will be selling an wide selection of Moroccan objects so everyone can take a bit of Morocco home with them.


For more information please contact Gemma Rodway: gemma.rodway@jewishmuseum.org.uk 

020 7284 7356

The Jewish Museum address:
Raymond Burton House
129-131 Albert Street
Camden Town
London NW1 7NB
3 mins from Camden Town tube

Admission prices
Adults £7 
Concessions £6 
Child (5 – 16) £3 
Family ticket  £17 for two adults and up to 4 children
Prices include voluntary donation for Gift Aid purposes.
Group bookings – groups of 10 people and plus get 10% off.   

Opening hours: 
Monday 10.00 – 17.00 
Tuesday 10.00 – 17.00
Wednesday 10.00 – 17.00
Thursday 10.00 – LATE NIGHT 21.00 
Friday 10.00 – 14.00
Saturday closed 
Sunday 10.00 – 17.00

Notes to Editors
The Jewish Museum reopened on 17 March 2010 after a £10 million transformation creating a landmark museum that celebrates Jewish life and cultural diversity. Its new displays and exhibitions tell the story of Jewish history, culture and religion in an innovative and compelling way and engage with people of all backgrounds and faiths to explore Jewish heritage and identity as part of the wider story of Britain. The only museum in London dedicated to a minority group, the museum’s expansion and redevelopment was made possible following a £4.2m grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Displayed across four permanent galleries, the huge variety of objects, films, photography, hands-on exhibits and personal stories on display paint a rich and nuanced picture of British Jewish life and religion as well as exploring contemporary social issues around immigration and settlement.  The new museum also houses a Changing Exhibitions Gallery, a 100-seat auditorium, an Education Space, and a café and shop.


www.jewishmuseum.org.uk
